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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
A Chef’s
Tale

Crist heeds
push from
south St.
Pete voters

Ray Lamont
Kennedy III, left, and
Jabaar Edmond
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

Thousands of people showed up to the Fall Festival to
enjoy family fun, live entertainment and free food.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Local culinary stars and
foodies packed into the Mahaffey Theater last Thursday
for the black-tie masquerade
ball entitled “A Chef’s Tale.”
This fundraising event unveiled the opening of the
new St. Petersburg Culinary
Center (SPCC) at Childs
Park Recreation Center.
SPCC is a not-for-profit
organization created to provide at-risk youth and young
adults with top-notch culinary training, thereby empowering them to build
successful careers and lead
rewarding lives.
The center has begun recruiting its inaugural class of
20 young people to be
trained in the art of cooking.
The program especially encourages young adults 16
years and up who are
searching for a rewarding
career as well as those who
have had prior run ins with
the criminal justice system.
Six prominent local chefs
will be imparting their wisdom with the inaugural
class: Ted Dorsey and Zach
West (The Mill), Jason Esposito (Engine No. 9), Tyson
Grant (Parkshore Grill),
Tony Mangiafico (Gratzzi
Italian Grille) and Jason
Cline (Poké Rose). All six
chefs were present and accounted for at the ball with
three future SPCC students.
Local restaurateur Steve
Westphal, who helped spearhead the SPCC project, said
See CHEF, page 5

Your Southside Lawyer
presents 4th annual Fall Fest
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Community Partner Jeff
Copeland
walked
through the new location
of the Fall Festival
Turkey Giveaway just
across the street from
Tropicana Field. He
smiled non-stop as he
greeted several people
with their families and
friends from surrounding communities.
Before the end of the
picture book autumn
day, over 3,000 residents
streamed into the trans-

formed parking area to
attend the yearly festival.
As James Flynn, Your
Southside
Lawyer
guided his little girl
through the petting zoo
filled with goats, four
horses stood to the left
waiting for a little tyke to
ride them.
“In an urban environment, it’s kind of rare to
find a petting zoo,” said
Flynn. “So we wanted to
expose kids to things
they wouldn’t normally
have a chance to be exposed to.”
A horse named Little
Bit was the one that
caught his daughter’s

eye, and she couldn’t
wait to show off her
equestrian skills.
“This event brings
people from all over the
area together that would
not normally cross
paths,” said Copeland.
“And at the end of the
day, hey, they realize
we’re all just people.”
Both the city and the
community worked together to pull the event
off this year.
“The City of St. Petersburg via our Urban
Affairs and Parks and
Recreation were happy
to be sponsors to help
provide a lot of the infra-

structure and the facilities necessary for the
event,” said Director of
Urban Affairs Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart.
Since their usual
venue across the street
from the Manhattan
Casino had been sold,
there were some concerns about finding a
large enough vacant lot
to accommodate the
thousands of people that
were expected. However, the Tampa Bay
Rays stepped in a saved
the day.
“The Rays have been
See FESTIVAL, page 8

Veteran journalists honored by TBABJ
BY LAURA
MULROONEY
Staff Writer

TAMPA – Students,
novices and veterans of
the journalism community
gathered
last
Thursday, Nov. 17, to
celebrate the craft of
journalism, to honor the
leaders and encourage
the recently inspired.
The Tampa Bay Association of Black Journalists
(TBABJ)
honored five veteran
journalists at its 11th
annual Griot Drum

Awards & Scholarship
Banquet, which recognizes the best journalism on issues related to
people of color in
Tampa Bay.
Known for their
legacies and impact on
the community Larry
Cotton, Dayle Green,
Rev. Kenny Irby, Josh
Thomas and Denise
White received recognition for the years they
spent contributing to
the community and
blazing the trail for jourSee TBABJ, page 12

Josh Thomas, left, and T
BABJ President Rod Carter

Charlie Crist
BY GYPSY C. GALLARDO
Publisher, the Power Broker
magazine

ST. PETERSBURG —
Late last Wednesday I issued a public challenge on
Facebook of newly-elected
Congressman Charlie Crist
(District 13) after global
news site Politico.com reported Crist’s “praise” of
president-elect
Donald
Trump and his apparently
soft position on Trump’s selection of Steve Bannon to
serve as White House
Chief Strategist – a man described as “notoriously
white nationalist” by former NAACP President Ben
Jealous.
I wrote: “Charlie Crist
seems to think alleged
white supremacist Steve
Bannon is passable as
Trump’s chief strategist,
according to news today.
Not in my book! Crist won
because the black community overwhelmingly supported him against David
Jolly. We stood for him; he
needs to stand for us!!”
In a follow-on post, I
called on Crist to go “on the
record” with a firm position
AGAINST Trump’s pick of
Bannon.”
What followed was a relative firestorm of comments from the community
- many expressing outrage
and pushing for an “unequivocal” statement by the
former governor elected to
the congressional seat just
two weeks prior.
Theresa Jones wrote:
“He should issue a public,
unequivocal statement on
the Bannon appointment.
His constituents and the
voters who elected him are
See CRIST, page 3
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The future of Happy Worker’s
Learning Center, Inc.

Educating with thanks

Dear Editor:
Since Bay News 9 ran
the story regarding the four
licensing violations levied
against Happy Worker’s by
the Pinellas County License
board, our phones have been
jumping off the hook from
concerned
community
members.
The board, staff and parents are pleased at the show
of support! Happy Workers
is the only remaining institution within the African-American community, outside of
the church, that operates
within its original mission,
and has served as the educational beginning for so many
African Americans.
Happy Workers has
thrived for 87 years under
the leadership of various volunteer boards. In most cases
they possessed the passion
to see this institution remain
and an evolve as the early
childhood education industry demands.
Serving with the same
passion, the current group of
volunteers named the Happy
Worker’s Learning Center
S.M.A.R.T. board of directors
has been in tact under its current board composition since
November 2012. We incorporated
the
acronym
S.M.A.R.T. into our name as
recognition that we had to do
things differently in light of
the changing culture and relevance of early childhood education.
The acronym means
strategic in our approach to
early childhood education;

our strategic plan must incorporate measureable and
meaningful objectives; the
board and staff must be accountable to our funders, our
community, our families and
most of all to our babies; we
must remain respectful of
each other and lastly we
must operate as a team to accomplish the mammoth task
of operating a quality early
childhood education center.
In keeping with the “A”
in the acronym, when the
board was made aware of the
second violation this past
Aug., we conducted a selfevaluation measuring Happy
Workers against the indicators used within the early
childhood education field to
define quality. From that
evaluation we learned a couple of things:
• The timing of the first
violation occurred within
four days after the loss of our
assistant director who had
been with Happy Worker’s
for 37 years. Shirley Sanders
passed April 23, 2016.
• We had just had a licensing inspection on April 6,
2016, with no findings. The
timing of these incidents
served notice to just how
quickly your reality can
change.
Recognizing that even
though the board members
are not directly responsible
for the daily operations, we
have accepted full responsibility for our current probationary status. We have been
working along with the staff
at United Way, the Pinellas

BY DEXTER MCCREE

Tis the season to be
thankful and give thanks.
For educators, many are
thankful to take a weeklong break from preparing
lesson
plans,
attending staff meetings,
hearing bells ringing
while
students
run
through the halls trying
to get to class. They are
thankful for an opportunity to sleep an hour later
than usual and a break
from the early morning
rush, unless it’s Black
Friday, of course.
In everything we are
to give thanks. Educators
love what they do and are
grateful to do it. For this
special group of people,
the Thanksgiving season

is year round, although
varied in its content.
There’s the student
who was in the class five
years ago who many
doubted would ever graduate from high school, let
alone from college, who
remembers that one
teacher who tolerated all
of his or her immature
behaviors. When that former student makes a return visit while in town
on a business venture to
say thanks to their favorite teacher and ensure
them that their labor was
not in vain, that is a moment for thanksgiving.
In growing up, educators taught us to recognize
certain
points
related to Thanksgiving.
In 1621, the Plymouth
colonists
and

Wampanoag
Indians
shared an autumn harvest feast that is acknowledged today as one of the
first Thanksgiving celebrations in the colonies.
For more than two centuries, days of Thanksgiving were celebrated
by individual colonies
and states. It wasn’t until
1863, in the midst of the
Civil War, that President
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed
a
national
Thanksgiving Day to be
held each November.
Today’s lesson carries a far greater impact
for those who have endured years of educational challenges and
brings lasting lessons to
be thankful. A student’s
return to say thanks
makes it all worthwhile.

DonQuan Ware
“Thanksgiving means
spending time with
family, friends and
being thankful for
good health.”

Darrell Roseman
“I’m thankful for my
wonderful family,
friends and the
resurgence of the
horror genre.”

Grace Mosely
“Thanksgiving is a
time for family
connecting and
loving one another.
Blessings for all. Food,
love and peace.
Thankfulness!”

Sharon Joe
“I’m thankful that I
can give thanks. It’s
a blessing that the
anointing of
God is sustaining
me to do His will.”

Michael Butler
“Thanksgiving
means giving thanks
and spending time
with family and
friends. It’s enjoying
our celebrations our
all our blessings for
the year.”

Feature writer

County Early Learning
Coalition and the Pinellas
County License Board since
mid-August to make the
needed changes.
These changes will ensure that our babies and their
families can be confident in
the fact that the board and
staff remain committed to
doing the work to ensure
Happy Workers is around for
another 87 years.
In response to the number of calls we have received
asking what can they do, we
respond simply by saying
that our board of directors is
always seeking members
and we are about to launch
our annual appeal done at the
end of each calendar year.
If you are interested in
showing your continued support to Happy Workers,
please feel free to send your
contributions to Happy
Worker’s Learning Center,
Inc. to 920 19th St. S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712.
Again, thank you for your
continued prayers for our
success!
Maria L. Scruggs, Chairwoman
Happy Worker’s Learning
Center S.M.A.R.T. Board of
Directors

Geri Thomas
“Family, love, peace
and friends are most
important during
Thanksgiving. We
have so much to be
thankful.”

Tena Fajardo
“Thanksgiving is a
time to spend with
family and friends
and remember
everything we
have to be thankful
for, even in times of
uncertainty and
turmoil. We need to
remember!”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sigmas celebrate charter day
ST.
PETERSBURGThe members of the St. Petersburg Alumni (Delta
Omicron Sigma) Chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. held their Inaugural Charter Day Gospel
Jubilee Saturday, Nov. 12.
The St. Pete Sigma’s
gathered to celebrate 53
years of service to the
Greater Pinellas County
area.
The Blue & White
Evening of Gospel took
place at Bethel Community
Baptist Church. Brother
Corey Givens, Jr. served as
Master of Ceremony.
Entertainment for the
evening incudes some of
Tampa Bay’s finest Gospel
groups:
Rev. Fleming Tarver &
the Original Florida Spiritualaires, The Mighty Sons of
Zion and Chosen.
The Mighty Sons of
Zion paid tribute to their
band member, 72-year old
David Roundtree, who was
hit and killed by a drunk
driver the week before.
Fraternity members
also honored individuals in
the community that have
made significant achievements in line with the fraternity’s
international
principles: Brotherhood,
Scholarship and Service.
• Brotherhood: Toriano Parker, owner of

Parker Financial Services
& Earnest Crumbley Sr.,
head men’s basketball
coach at St. Petersburg
College
• Scholarship: Rene
Flowers, Pinellas County
School Board member
• Service: Howard and
Lucinda Johnston, executive directors of Chart 411,
Inc.
The Sigmas also presented their Fall 2016 line
of brothers to the community, all of whom are
African-American male educators in Pinellas County
schools: Alvin Shirley,
Tamariay Gordon, Elton
Scott and Javaris Green
The day prior to the
Gospel Jubilee, new initiates along with other chapter members distributed
over 200 turkeys to families
in need at the Pinellas
Technical Education Center as part of their service
project.
The St. Pete Sigmas recently established the Fred
G. Minnis & Louis Brown
Sr. Academic Scholarship
to benefit eligible graduating high school seniors. In
1963, Minnis, Brown and
nine other professional
men, chartered the Delta
Omicron Sigma Chapter.
Concert ticket proceeds
benefited
the
scholastic efforts of the

chapter’s 501(c)(3), the
D.O.S. Crescent Foundation, which is a philanthropic organization within
the St. Pete Alumni Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc. The foundation
aims to promote programs
that educate the community about economic
growth, community development, physical and mental health and international
awareness in Pinellas
County.
The chapter’s last living
charter member, Samuel
Kicklighter, was presented
with a City Proclamation on
behalf of Mayor Rick Kriseman.
Sigma Frater, Kendrick
Scott and Heavy’s Food
Truck catered the meals
for the evening.
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. was founded on
January 9, 1914, at Howard
University in Washington
D.C. Led by International
President Jonathan A.
Mason, Sr.; the organization equips college-educated men with the tools
necessary to improve the
social and economic conditions of communities
worldwide.
Scholarship applications information is available
online
at
stpetesigmas.com/doscrescent-foundation

Crist’s stance on Bannon was dangerous
CRIST, from front page

due no less.” Jones is a
member of the South St.
Petersburg CRA Community Advisory Committee.
In short order, the
community had its way.
Via a text reply to me
(which came within 30
minutes of my inquiry to
the former governor),
Crist returned with the
statement “I’m very
much, no to Steve Bannon!!”
According to Crist
staffer Vito Sheeley, the
new Congressman wants
to reassure voters that he
stands with his district in
opposition to Bannon.
The pronouncement
set off a wave of “thumbs
up” messages from local
voters.
But not all agreed with
the push – in substance or
tone. At least two community leaders delicately
questioned why I’d picked
this particular battle, tactically speaking. After all –
they pointed out – Crist
has no real power to influence Bannon’s appointment.
Several others diplomatically challenged why
Crist’s modulated tone toward Bannon wasn’t acceptable to the community.
As reported by Politico,
Crist had said that Bannon
“gives him pause” but that
“the tandem hire of Republican National Committee
chairman Reince Priebus
to be chief of staff helps
balance it out.“
To all who took part in
the dialogue, here are
three affirmations that
arose from last week’s
“line in the sand” advocacy by District 13 voters.
#1 The community
push was strategically
important
It’s a fair question to
ask “why not keep your
powder dry” for a battle
where Crist has more
power to influence. School
Board Member Rene
Flowers made known that
she agreed with the push
to hold Crist accountable,
but clarified that Crist has
no vote in Trump’s decision to bring Bannon
aboard.
Community development expert Anthony
Jones echoed Flowers’
thought: “Congress has
no say over whom the

new president chooses for
his staff and personal advisors. He should save his
energy for fighting those
battles that matter.”
To this very valid lineof-thought, please know
that my pressing Crist
wasn’t a tactical move to
push the levers of decision-making or to force
Crist into battle mode.
It was a strategic “shot
across the bow,” specifically aimed at setting the
bar high for the newlyelected
Congressman
Crist who a) won because
of the overwhelming support of the black community, and who b) happens
to be one of the precious
few locally who holds a
seat that black voters have
the ability to decide.
In addition to testing
Crist’s mettle as a “check”
against the political earthquake that a Trump presidency
portends
for
African Americans and
other minorities, South St.
Petersburg needed to understand where Crist
would seed his loyalties.
As I said to a reporter
with SunshineStateNews.com,
Crist is brand new to this
Congressional seat and
the seat itself is brand new
to the community (following last year’s Supreme
Court decision that cut us
out of U.S. Representative
Kathy Castor’s territory).
Those two factors
combined made it important for Crist to know that
“the African American
community is watching
him,” as one sister put it,
and that we will indeed engage to hold him accountable.
#2 Why Crist’s middle-of-the-road position
wasn’t good enough
Several Democratic activists called for patience
and leeway for the new
Congressman, asking gingerly why Crist’s words to
Politico had set off such a
flurry, and invoking fellow
voters to “give him a
chance.”
As businessman Mario
Farias noted “One [of] the
most written about things
in the Bible is being prudent. Could it be that Congressman Elect Crist’s
choice of words was just
that? He did say that it
gave him “pause” which

shows he is concerned
and pensive but not in any
way did he imply supportive in my interpretation.”
Lucinda Johnston of
the Suncoast Sierra Club
saw Crist’s position as a
“voice of reason,” writing
that “When we interviewed
Congressman
Crist for an endorsement
he talked at length about
the need to end the gridlock … that permeates
Washington D.C.” She
added “I honestly believe
that he will try to influence Trump and other
Republicans…”
My response to this
worthy sentiment is that
Crist’s
equivocating
stance on Bannon was
dangerous on two levels.
Leaving aside the fact
that Crist’s position did
not reflect the will of his
constituency in St. Petersburg (and thus should
have been challenged),
Crist’s softness on Bannon had the potential to
further stoke increasingly
rancorous divides in St.
Petersburg’s black community as well as to erode
the already fragile trust of
Crist among some African
Americans.
What some outside
the community may not
understand, but should, is
that Crist is distrusted or
viewed with skepticism by
a sizable share of the
black electorate of South
St. Petersburg, even
among folks who voted for
him this November.
The fact that Crist took
a lion’s share of the black
vote should not mislead
outsiders to conclude that
Crist was wholly embraced by the black community (though, to be
clear, he does have a great
many fans).
As one indicator of
lukewarm support by
some, Crist drew the
fewest votes from St. Petersburg’s majority black
precincts, among federal
and state Democratic candidates.
He won 82percent of
votes in precincts where
African Americans are a
majority of voters – significantly less than the 89percent won by Wengay
Newton (State House)
and Darryl Rouson (State
Senate), and the 87 per-

cent who went for Hillary
Clinton.
The mixed feelings
were more evident in last
week’s Facebook comments.
Entrepreneur
Stephanie McNeal Brown
voted for Crist but voiced
that she’d always felt him
to be “a political opportunist.”
NAACP officer Chico
Cromartie – who supported Crist’s opponent
David Jolly – was point
blank: “Don’t cry now!!!!!
Charlie Crist never wore
sheep’s
clothing…You
gonna get everything you
asked for.”
Crist’s vote share was
also propped up by
African Americans’ historic loyalty to the Democratic Party, as well as by
voters less vested in the
party, but who backed the
Democrat as a check
against Republicans’ balance of power in the U.S.
Congress (they now hold
a 57percent majority).
Pressing Crist for a
clear statement against
Bannon served the dual
purpose of reassuring his
supporters that he will
heed their voice, and of
quelling the understandably doubtful and “I told
you so” factions within the
community.
The last thing we
needed was for the freshman Congressman to validate the unfortunate
“Crisco Crist” nickname
he earned for his double
switch in party affiliation
since 2010 (from Republican to Independent to Democrat), or the “Chain
Gang Charlie” moniker
that’s stuck with him since
the 1990s for his support
of statewide legislation to
authorize prison work

gangs.
#3 At least one unifying message: Accountability is a priority
There was at least one
unifying message that
came from all sides during
the two days of heated online debate: Accountability
is key.
Bambi Jones, a local
non-profit leader, put it
this way “I campaigned for
him and I still think he is
the better choice,” referring to Crist, “However
my support does not render a blank check on his
decisions. Accountability
is the key for elections
and being re-elected.”
She, like Jones, called
for an unflinching statement from Crist on the
Bannon matter, saying,
“You have to pick your
battles and this is one.”
South St. Petersburg’s
Sherry Howard posted:
“Keep him accountable
and transparent!”
Similar
messages
came from Brother John
Muhammad, President of
the Neighborhood Association of Childs Park, Dr.
Reginald Ligon, dentist
and former president of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and Canaan McCaslin, Special Assistant
to Pinellas County Administrator Mark Woodward.
If the Trump election
did anything for us, it has
African Americans (and
many others) energized to
a new level of civic engagement.
Crist had the misfortune of becoming a focal
point of local activism, but
he can also benefit from
the community’s heightened vigilance – both during the fights he will wage
in Congress and for future

election bids.
Facts about the new
District 13
1. How we got here:
District 13 was reshaped
to include South St. Petersburg in late 2015 after
the Florida Supreme
Court ruled in favor of the
League of Women Voters
et al who’d opposed the
district lines adopted in
2012 (on the grounds that
they were influenced by
Republican partisanship
to limit the power of Democrats).
2. Where we came
from: Before this election,
much of South St. Petersburg was part of District
11, represented by the
well-known,
well-connected Democrat Kathy
Castor who earned a reputation for responsiveness
to the community. The
late Bill Young represented District 13 until his
death in 2013, when David
Jolly won the seat in a special election.
3. Our influence in
this year’s show-down:
Former Governor Crist
beat and unseated Congressman Jolly by a landslide in the black
community. Across District 13, Crist won the day
by a 4 point margin (52
percent to 48 percent), but
in the majority black vote
precincts in St. Petersburg, Jolly had his clock
cleaned (82 percent Crist
vs 18 percent Jolly).
Even more important
for our community to understand: the black vote
was decisive in this race.
In total, Crist beat Jolly by
13,407 votes. In St. Petersburg’s majority black vote
precincts, Crist won by
16,691 votes.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Community grant program to up its funding in 2017
BY DEVIN RODRIGUEZ,
JONAH KING, ROBERT
DARE AND SARA AL-MUTAWA
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST PETERSBURG - City
officials announced a substantial increase in funding
available for the businesses in
the Midtown community in
2017 based on an increase in
tax revenue and contributions.
For years, shuttered businesses littered south St. Petersburg and the Midtown
district. Many of the buildings stand in disuse, including
the
Merriwether
building, a historic landmark
built in the 1920s.
To reverse this situation,
the city, through the Community Redevelopment Area
(CRA) program, started offering grants for the restoration and redevelopment of
Midtown.
Beyond the numbers
and business lingo, the CRA
grant is one step in what has
been a longtime effort to redevelop what city officials
have called a blighted area.
The grants are intended to be
used to improve the physical
conditions of commercial
businesses and multi-family
housing units to lure more
private investments, according to the city’s website.
Last year, grant money
went to a variety of businesses. The largest grant
award went to renovate the
historic Merriwether building. Local entrepreneurs Carolyn and Elihu Brayboy,
current owners of the building, want to create a commercial space on the first floor,
and a place for families to live
in on the second. They estimate the project will cost
around $2 million.
Breaking down the
CRA
The CRA is a competitive

grant program that offers a
boost to private investments
into commercial businesses
and multi-family housing
properties in a designated
area. The money awarded to
those companies comes from
a TIF, or a tax increment-financing model, which distributes property taxes to
promote private sector activity.
Put simply, taxes from St.
Petersburg are set aside as
grant money for the businesses of south St. Petersburg and the Midtown
district.
For 2015, the CRA reported $433,000 for funding
money that would go to various businesses. Much of that
money would be given back
as reimbursements for repairs and improvements on
property. Moving into 2017,
the CRA is expected to increase the amount of money
allocated up to around $1.2
million dollars.
Applications for this grant
will open again in the first
quarter of 2017.
In the first year of the
CRA, 33 community-based
organizations received the
fund. These businesses
ranged from child day care
centers to auto repair shops
and restaurants.
According to Rick Smith,
the downtown and CRA coordinator, the CRA is a part of a
30-year plan to improve south
St. Petersburg. He said that
the city has done a lot to inform the people of Midtown
and south St. Pete about the
benefits of the program.
“We’ve had a lot of public
outreach, I think we’ve sent
out over 4,000 pieces of mail
to businesses in the CRA
area,” said Smith.
He said that the city plans
to up their marketing effort
for the new year. He opened
two satellite offices, sent out
information through mail and

held an event for more than
200 people.
Merriwether Building
The Brayboys own a
restaurant in Midtown called
Chief’s Creole Café; however,
they are putting their portion
of grant money toward the
vacated Merriwether building that they have owned
since 2012.
According to the Brayboys, the renovation will not
be an easy undertaking, as
they will need bank loans to
help complete the project.
Because of the $2 million estimated cost, the CRA grant
would require them to get a
loan from a bank first before
the grant money can be
used.
“If we can get this rebate,
that perhaps will create an incentive for this very steep
climb of trying to find bank
funding for our deteriorated
building,” Elihu said.
Once the building is
brought back up to code and
restored, said Elihu, it will
be predominantly residential
with a commercial component.
The Brayboys want to assess what they believe are the
needs of the Midtown community by providing “affordable, safe and decent
housing.”
How the grant works
The small businesses
that qualified and have received the grant will get reimbursed after the companies
expend their amount of
funds. The grant works as a
rebate.
Most businesses are expected to use their funds to
make interior and exterior repairs and updates.
Delores Smith, owner of
the Delores M. Smith Academy, a childcare and educational service located at the
edge of Gulfport, said that
she applied for a CRA grant
to renovate the building that

hadn’t been updated since
1978.
“The process was easy to
me,” said Smith, whose application was accepted.
She met with Rick Smith
(no relation) for assistance on
the interior and exterior improvements.
Outreach and criticisms of the CRA
There have been some
criticisms from the community about the CRA, and the
continued struggle to stimulate economic growth in Midtown. Critics have reported
that the process for application approval and award is too
murky.
City Councilmember
Darden Rice and city officials
have vowed to disperse the
decision-making process
among the mayor’s office and
a citizen advisory board. The
2016 awardees were chosen
by Mayor Rick Kriseman’s
office, as reported by the
Tampa Bay Times.
Maria Scruggs, the president of the NAACP St. Petersburg Branch, supports
the CRA, but not the plan as
it stands today. In an article in
the Times, Scruggs stated
that the process could support political favors to Kriseman’s office, which chose the
awardees in 2016.
In a forum held at the
Enoch Davis Center on Sept.
29, Scruggs spoke about the
past attempts of the City of St.
Petersburg to redevelop Midtown.
“The way the planning
process has taken place, it really does not support the redevelopment of Midtown and
Childs Park,” Scruggs
averred.
Scruggs argued that because Tropicana Field is not
included in the redevelopment area, the taxable revenue from the stadium
couldn’t be added to help redevelop the Midtown com-

Graphs by Shawn Leung Kiu Fok

munity as a whole. Tropicana
is historically part of the
African-American neighborhoods that became the Midtown district.
She also considers the
distribution of funding lacks a
proper plan to benefit the

African-American community of Midtown.
“It is not a strategic plan,”
Scruggs said. She is skeptical
of the grant achieving the ultimate goal of a 30 percent
poverty decrease in Midtown.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Eating for a cause
CHEF, from front page

they are so excited to be
involved in a curriculum
that will help youths from
at-risk areas find careers in
the hospitality industry.
One student who’s
ready to start cooking is
Ray Lamont Kennedy III.
Admitting that he didn’t
take school too serious, he
did, however, stayed out of
trouble because of a special person in his life.
“I had my grandmother,” said Kennedy, revealing that she did time
for killing someone in selfdefense. “I looked at her
humbling experience and
that helped me.”
Director of Education
and Community Engagement Leah McRae reflected on one of the key
influences that was the impetus behind the development of SPCC.
“Let’s be clear, young
people are the future of
this great city, and if they
have the skills and education to be thoughtful, productive, engaged citizens,
then St. Pete will be a thriving city of opportunity

where the sun shines on
us all.”
Those young people
are the same ones helping
to re-energize and transform the city with their
out-of-the-box thinking. Although the city may have a
ways to go, the infectious,
biting narratives underpinning the core of “A Chef’s
Tale” is resonating from
the mayor’s office to citizens on the streets.
“Everyone in this room
has also noticed that something extraordinary is happening in St. Petersburg,”
said McRae. “Right now,
there is nowhere like it.”
She mentioned the
booming tourism trade,
the growing art and music
scenes and how this once
sleepy town is leading the
way in craft brewers.
Several partygoers obviously believe in SPCC’s
mission. Johnny H. Johnson, M.D. and his wife
Melissa bid $3,600 on a
five star luxury vacation
for two to Bellagio, Italy on
Lake Como.
The other two hot

items were custom in
home dinners with Chef
Dorsey from The Mill, and
a wine tasting dinner with
Chef Grant at Parkshore
Grill. These three items
alone raised over $7,000.
Kennedy and his classmates are and will be shining examples of what can
happen when all differences are set aside and
people from all walks of
life come together for the
common good.
Sponsors for the
fundraising included The
Mill, Parkshore Grill,
Gratzzi, Engine No. 9,
Poké Rose, Gloria West
and the Gents, Concept
Bait, Master Purveyors,
Kahwa, the Shaw Design
Group, HSN, City of St.
Pete, B. Lively Images,
Bar Harbor Seafood, Cheney Brothers, Smith &
Associates Real Estate and
Weyand Food Distributors.
For more information
about SPCC, you can send
an email to info@stpeteculinary.com.

L-R, Top Chefs Tony Mangiafico, Tyson Grant, Ted Dorsey,
Jason Cline, Zach West and Jason Esposito.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Captain of the Ship honored for
19 years of service
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Rev. Dr. Gastson E.
Smith traveled from
Miami last Sunday, Nov.
20 to honor Rev. Dr. John
A. Evans Sr. for his 19
years of service as the
captain of Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church, also known as
the Ship.
Ship is an acronym
for S = Serving and Saving H = Helping and
Healing I = Inspiring and
Instructing P = Praying
and Praising, which are
all a part of their mission.

w w w . T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r . C o m

The lively service
epitomized the leadership of Rev. Evans for almost
two
decades.
Altogether Dr. Evans has
served in the ministry of
God for 39 years.
“What is the preacher
going to say today to
speak to my situation,”
asked Dr. Gastson, looking out over the congregation as Dr. Evans has
done thousands of times.
He honed in on the concerns that many people
are having across America and abroad about the
new president-elect. To
those who are worrying,
he let it be known who
really is in charge.

“I’m not worried
about what the presidentelect is going to do because we’ve had worse
time than these,” he ex“God
has
claimed.
brought us through
worse
times
than
these…I’m not going to
go slit my wrist; I’m not
about to go jump off of
no bridge. I’m not fixing
to go and leave the country. God took care of me
then, and he’ll do it
again.”
As always on the
Ship, ever event ends
with a large meal with
friends and family in the
Upper Room.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Willie Rogers, oldest surviving Tuskegee Airman dies
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Willie Rogers, the oldest
surviving member of the
legendary Tuskegee Airmen, passed away last Friday at the age of 101 from
complications of a stroke.
He was part of the 100th
Air Engineer Squad as
well as the Red Tail Angels.
Born in Apalachicola,
Fla., in 1915, Rogers was
27 years old when he was
drafted into the army in
1942, but not before earning a college degree from
Claflin College of Agricultural and Mechanical Institute.
He
joined
the
Tuskegee Airmen, which
is the name later given to
the first African-American

military aviators and
crewmembers in the
United States Armed
Forces.
Black people were
considered not intelligent
enough to fly planes, so a
group of pilots bent on
proving their worth flew
in a makeshift plane with
borrowed money from
Chicago to Washington,
D.C. in order to speak
with then Senator Harry
S. Truman.
They were grounded
several times but they finally made it. The pilots
pleaded for blacks to be
allowed to fly planes, and
in 1941 the American Air
Force began a program in
Tuskegee, Ala., to train
African Americans to fly
in combat.
As a master sergeant
in the 100th Fighter

Squadron, Rogers was not
a pilot. He worked in logistics and administration
and did tours in the
Mediterranean.
Following World War
II, Rogers and other war
heroes returned from Europe and were met with
harsh Jim Crow laws.
Their role in the history of
this country was swept
under the rug.
Rogers moved to St.
Pete and opened up
Rogers’ Radio Sales and
Services, never mentioning his wartime heroism.
In 2007 when President
George W. Bush presented 300 surviving
members of the Tuskegee
Airmen with the Congressional
Gold
Medal,
Rogers still had not
opened up about his role
in history to his family

and missed the ceremony.
Learning to accept the
accolades, in 2013 he received his own Congressional Gold Medal. In
Aug. of last year the Veteran’s Art Center of
Tampa Bay honored him
with a portrait unveiling at
the St. Petersburg Museum of History, and later
that same the City of St.
Petersburg honored him
in their second annual Veterans Day Celebration.
Up until recently,
every Sunday morning he
could be seen walking to
church services at Bethel
AME, which was near his
home.
Rogers truly defined
what it is to be an American hero. Exemplifying
fortitude and freedom for
all humanity, he earned
his place in history.

Pictured here with family at the second annual
City of St. Petersburg Veterans Day Celebration
on Nov. 11, 2015.

“We had such a wonderful time today,” said Lewis.
“There were families, mothers and fathers with their children, who came to receive
Thanksgiving baskets because there was a real need.”
Through their volunteers, families in need
learned that somebody out
there cares about their challenges and will not judge
their plight in life. Lewis said
the atmosphere was loving
and fun, but tiring.
“I look forward to doing
this every year.”
Individual families and
businesses from the community gave monetary donations, cooked dishes and
volunteered for an evening of
turkey, dressing, desserts
and other trimmings that

made for a complete Thanksgiving meal. Everyone who
showed up was served.
“There were a lot of people who came out to help out
and to be served,” said
Tranette Engram, founder
and president of “She Helps
To Empower,” a community
partner organization and
friend of Lewis. “To be able
to feed those who appreciate
your effort and talk with the
gifted and talented people is
both humbling and rewarding. It makes you appreciate
the things that we’ve been afforded. We can’t take anything for granted.”
Aside from the annual
Pre-Thanksgiving Blessings
event, Children With A Vision, Inc. takes on other projects geared towards uplifting

the community.
There’s the Easter Day
Program where they take
150 youth to church on
Easter Sunday to learn about
Jesus. They purchase and
provide all the clothing, shoes
and Easter baskets.
For the back-to-school
giveaway, they provide backpacks to over 5,000 children,
and (10) $500 scholarships to
graduating seniors.
Every October, Operation Safe Halloween gets underway. It’s designed to keep
the kids off the streets by providing them with food, entertainment, bounce house and
candy galore.
There’s also the collaboration with former Buccaneer Ryan Nece with a
three-day project called Feed

A vision of thanks
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

TAMPA — During this
season of thanksgiving, Children With A Vision, Inc.
brought together community
partners to show their appreciation for what they have by
helping the less fortunate at
their 14th annual PreThanksgiving Blessings held
Nov. 13 in downtown Tampa.
“Jesus tells us that we are
one body in Christ. Everyone
– rich, poor, every race, every
age – has a legitimate role to
play in that body,” said Tonya
Lewis, founder of Children
With A Vision, Inc. We may
go to an economical distressed area with the intention of helping someone else,
but ultimately we will be helping each other grow together

into the body of Christ as the
Lord envisioned from the beginning of time.”
Children With A Vision,
Inc. was founded in 1996 by
convicted felon Tonya Lewis
who sought to bridge the gap
left open when a person is
trying to re-enter back into a
community only to find that
much has changed and
many doors of opportunity
have been closed.
The organization’s mission is to provide leadership
in
the
pursuit
of
excellence and to create effective learning opportunities
for all. Lewis feels that education leads to success. She believes if given the resources,
every student, parent and
leader can succeed and prosper.

The Families. On the second
day, Children With A Vision,
Inc. partners with local
churches to feed and provide
a hot meal to members. They
also provide a Thanksgiving
basket to 150 families so they
can prepare their own
Thanksgiving meal.
And for the month of December, they provide a Toys
4 Tots wish list to 150 mentally disabled and orphan children.
This season of thanksgiving brought together community partners, volunteers,
families and community alliances to help change lives in
downtown Tampa. Thanksgiving is all about caring and
sharing in our bountiful blessings. For that vision, more
than 300 families said thanks.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2016 Fall Festival
FESTIVAL from front page

very supportive of a lot of
community initiatives,
and they were more than
happy to work with Advantage Village Academy
to bring the turkey giveaway to the 16th Street
Corridor,” said GaskinCapehart.
Mayor Rick Kriseman
commended Copeland
and Flynn for putting on
the event despite the challenges that they have
faced.
“Every year it’s grown
bigger with better locations, but it’s all about giv-

ing back to the community and that’s what these
guys are all about,” said
Kriseman.
As the 18-wheeler with
1,500 turkeys packed inside moved closer to the
area where the giveaway
would take place, the
enormity of the crowd became apparent. Within
five minutes of the rig
opening its doors, 1,500
people filled the entire
northwest section of the
lot.
As the children lined
up to bungie jump, ride

the mini-train, get their
faces painted and munch
on hotdogs, parents and
grandparents
secured
this year’s Thanksgiving
feast.
With each passing
year, more and more people show up for this free
day of family fun and to be
entertained by national
and local recording stars.
This year a bevy of local
artist got the crowd dancing including R&B group
Fanta-C, R&B singer LoMack and dance group
Code Red.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2016

9

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Health Awareness Day
ST. PETERSBURG –
Last month the St. Petersburg chapter of Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc. (TLOD)
kicked-off its National Health
Education and Awareness
program by hosting a community Health Awareness
Day at Suncoast Hospice
Empath Health Center.
The event, which was a
between
collaboration
TLOD, The Gathering of
Women, Inc., Suncoast Hospice and the National Black
Nurses Association, was appropriately themed: “Promoting Better Health
Through Community Partnerships.”
The goal of the program
was to effect positive change
in public health. The objective was to raise awareness of
health and wellness issues,
particularly those impacting
African Americans, through
education and advocacy.
Having a clear vision of
the desired outcome and a
strategy of strength in numbers, Lady Naomi Nesbitt,
community
partnership
chairperson, embarked on a
mission to create organizational alliances and coalesce
them into a unified community service platform.
No stone was left unturned in soliciting sponsors,
engaging healthcare professionals and developing a program uniquely for the
community at large.
The morning began with
a healthy breakfast in tandem with an opportunity for
participants to network, peruse exhibits and displays,
acquire resource materials
and collect giveaways.
Lady Teresa Norton,
chapter president, extended
greetings and welcomed all
in attendance. She acknowledged event sponsors and
community partners, and expressed the chapter’s sincere

Jewelry for Jewels fundraiser to
support children of the CRA
BY FAYE WATSON
Contributor

gratitude for their participation and commitment. She
also introduced the TLOD
family (ladies, lords and
teens) and recognized the
Health Awareness Day committee members.
Other program initiatives
included formal presentations by a panel of nine
healthcare professionals who
also provided dialog and discourse with props, hands-on
demonstrations (BMI, etc.)
and detailed information regarding their respective
fields of expertise.
Committee
member
Lady Janice Lockridge
William introduced the
panel, which was comprised
of the following healthcare
presenters: Karen DavisPritchett, Hospice Caregiver
Support; Chris Cresten, U.S.
Dept. of HHS, Wayne Tate,
RN, BSN, Intensive-Critical
Care Nurse; Robert Henderson, retired fireman; SamanStanley,
Children
tha

Immunizations;
Carmen
Lett, Health and Wellness;
Melvin Smith, Sickle Cell
Disease and Dorothy NanHospice
Empath
gle,
Health/HIV-AIDS.
The National Black
Nurses Association of St. Petersburg also played an active role in facilitating the
program by administering
blood pressure screenings,
and The Gathering of
Women, Inc. was instrumental in selecting prominent
healthcare professionals.
The program culminated
with kudos, accolades and a
round of applause for an invigorating, informative and
impactful TLOD Health
Awareness Day. By all accounts, the ladies exceeded
their expectations—mission
accomplished.
Top Ladies of Distinction,
Inc., is a National humanitarian community service organization whose motto is:
“Serving Youth and Adults.”

ST. PETERSBURG —
Our children are our
most precious jewels and
DAB Community Services, Inc., in collaboration
with The Gathering of
Women, will host their
first “Jewelry for Jewels”
fundraiser Saturday, Dec.
3 from 10-6 p.m. at 833
22nd St. S.
Individuals can participate by donating their
like new jewelry. I, Faye
Watson, founder of DAB
Community
Services,
Inc.
and
Samantha
Richardson, president of
The Gather of Women,
Inc., believe based on relationships with hundreds of women that
there’s plenty of jewelry
in their homes that is
never worn.
With the jewelry that
has been donated so far,
the event will prove to be
success. Anyone can participate in this fundraiser.
Please donate and help
spread the word with associates, friends and family. Men should also
encourage the women in
their lives to make a donation.
DAB
Community
Services, Inc. and The
Gathering of Women,
Inc. are both 501(c)(3)
organizations that have
worked on numerous
programs that benefit the
youth. Some programs
are only a few dollars and
a few volunteers away
from sustainability.
Getting personally involved in “Developing
And Building” community service grassroots

programs should be
imbedded in the hearts
and minds of everyone in
the area if they truly want
to make a difference.
Thanks to the generosity of Gloria Campat
Advantage
bell
Insurance Solutions, located at 833 22nd St. S,
her entire office will be
converted to a jewelry
showroom Dec 3.
South St. Petersburg
CRA is the fifth largest
poverty zone in Pinellas
County and a designated
food desert. Children living in the CRA are our
primary focus and developing and building programs that will empower
and transform their lives
is our priority.
I’m confident that
there are individuals in
the community that really want to do something
to help. So often people
have the money but don’t

have the time, and others
have the time but just
don’t have the money.
Working with our youth
is a big challenge and we
can always use money
and volunteers. One conversation or experience
can change a child’s life
forever.
If you can’t let go of
any of your jewelry,
please consider making a
small donation to support
our children at JewelryForJewels.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-240-8373
@FaithCHSP on Twitter

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,

Jesus Christ.
Events for the November
2016
Nov 24 - Church Office
Closed for Thanksgiving
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Min-

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
istry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT THE SHIP Need a place to call
home, we're not perfect, all of us have
sinned and fallen short,
you can come here just
as you are, seeking a
Word from the Lord,
great Teaching and
Preaching is what you
desire, well, look no
further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often
referred to as “THE
SHIP”, will hold their
regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN
THE WORD” NOON
DAY FROM 12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE
HOUR OF YOUR DAY)
AND“PRAYER
&
WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” ALONG WITH
“YOUTH
ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS
WELCOMED TO JOIN
US.

November at the
Ship
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Nov. 20, 2016 – Both
Services – Angel Tree –
Don't forget to take an
Angel from the Tree, located in the Atrium.
Church Office will
be closed November
24, 25, 2016
Mark your December Calendar...
December 9, 2016 at
7:00 pm – The Annual
Church Conference
The
Ministries
Christmas Break is
scheduled from December 12-30, 2016 Sunday Worship will be
as usual 7:45 am and
10:45 am. Please plan to
invite your family and
friends to worship.
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at 7:00 pm
–
“WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE”
Family Love Fellowship Dinner Sponsored
by: Tribe of Asher (November) and the Tribe
of Naphtali (December)

members are asked to
see your Captains as
soon as possible.
Something
to
know... GOD is still in
CONTROL!
“THE SHIP” won't
sail without YOU! For
additional information
on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following
methods: Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727)
906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW
“LIVE
STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our
Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 –
MONDAY
–
FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Unity of Midtown

Choosing Thanksgiving
“In all things give thanks for
this is will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you (I Thessalonians 5:18).”
Thanksgiving is a choice. In
every situation, we have a
choice to be thankful or to complain. Complaining only keeps
us stuck and going around in
circles.
Whereas,
thanksgiving
breaks the cycle and propels us
into the next dimension of our
destiny.
God delivered the children
of Israel from Egyptian
bondage so that they could
enter their Promised Land. Between Egypt and the Promised
Land was an 11 day journey

through the wilderness. What
was designed to take days, took
40 years. Why? They were murmuring and complaining.
God has a Promised Land
for each of us (health, prosperity, harmony in all Relationships). It is up to us how long
we stay in our wilderness experience (sickness, financial challenges,
dysfunctional
relationships). If we are still
complaining, then we are not
ready to enter our Promised
Land. If we are thanking God
for “it all” then we are ready to
exit. How long will you wander
in your wilderness? It’s completely up to you!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring Tampa Bay’s black journalists
TBABJ, from front page

nalists in the making.
Jarrett Hill, who’s currently with Hollywood Reporter’s Back2Reality and
who broke the story that
Melania Trump’s June
speech was plagiarized
from Michelle Obama’s
2008 address to the Democratic National Convention.
His comparison of the
two speeches went viral on
Twitter. This former
Tampa journalist’s revelation has made him a star in
the political journalism and
pop culture community.
Hill spoke about his
fortuitous break and his
turbulent past with journalism, and encouraged
all aspiring journalists to
do what they want to do,
even through ever y objection, he believes that
God will find the way for

anyone to succeed if they
have the passion for it.
“If you really believe
this is for you, then you
really have to do it,” said
Hill.
He stole the show
with his facial expressions, comical anecdotes
and charming personality.
Veronica Blakely of
V’s Voice Communication
feed on Hill’s energy and
continued the spirit of the
event for her presentation of this year’s Media
Awards. Blakely announced winners in the
photography, radio, telecom and print categories.
Two female journalism students from Hillsborough College and the
University of South
Florida were awarded
$1,000 scholarships for

Ken Irby

Dayle Greene

their fluency in new
media and the ethical and
critical thinking skills of
past practices created the
perfect combination of
old and new school journalism.
Veteran journalist
honored
Larr y Cotton retired
this year as WFLA-TV’s
senior production cameraman and photographer. He had his own
segment on WFLA’s Daytime talk showed called
“Larr y’s Good Eats”
where he would visit
restaurants and eat his
way through Tampa Bay.
Cotton, who moved to
Tampa from Cleveland,
Ohio, in 1986, worked at
WFLA for 28 years and
has been in journalism
about 40 years. His involvement
with
the

Larry Cotton

Tampa Bay Association
of Black Journalists
started when the organization was known as the
Suncoast Black Communicators.
Rev. Kenny Irby
was Poynter Institute’s visual journalism and diversity
senior
faculty
member from 1995 to
2015. In 2016, he was
hired by the City of St.
Petersburg as its community intervention director.
The senior pastor of
Bethel A.M.E., he recently formed Men in the
Making, a program that
pairs boys with role models. Before joining Poynter, he worked as a
photojournalist for Newsday and media outlets in
Boston and Michigan.
Dayle Greene came
to Tampa in 1972 and be-

Denise White

came one of the first
African-American on-air
talents at Fox’s WTVTChannel 13. He has the
distinction of being the
first black news anchor in
the area. Green also
hosted a public affairs
show for Cox Radio, and
is currently a career manager at the Tampa Bay
Workforce Alliance.
Josh Thomas retired
from WFLA this year as
an anchor and reporter. He began his
broadcast career as a reporter in Rockford, Ill.,
and worked as an anchor
and reporter in Peoria,
Ill., New Haven, Conn.,
Atlanta, Baltimore, and
Birmingham, Ala. He became a weekend co-anchor at WFLA in 2003.
Thomas won numerous awards for reporting

Jarrett Hill

in Atlanta and Baltimore
and was named the best
anchor in Alabama by the
Associated Press in 1997.
He also has ser ved as a
visiting faculty member
at Poynter Institute.
After 25 years at Fox’s
WTVT-Channel
13,
Denise White retired
from her full-time position in 2015. It also
marked 40 years in the
broadcast industry.
Leaving the Miami
market, White became
the first female anchor
duo in Tampa Bay television. For some time in
the 1990s, White was the
highest-profile minority
anchor in the local market and the only black
journalist anchoring a
weekday evening newscast.

Tammie Fields

